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the-„atten»pt„?- Zacc agnini said 
he waited outside while Lissalo 
and Croth entered the shop and 
committed the crime. 

. Lissalo is still at large-' 

Identifies ring 

Barbaro confronted Croth iivf he 
state's attorney's office and. identi- 
fied a ring stolen from Cnesto. He 
said Croth had given-another of 
Onesto's rings toJfis brother. 


-That' are. lie." said Croth. 
He refused to take a lie detector 
test or fo answer questions about 
hur'wjjereabouts since the solu— 
,tfon of the murder mystery was 
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Three men began serving 14- 
/ear prison terms Saturday; 
ifter changing their pleas from* 
nnocent to r guilty in the rob-? 
sery-slaying of an elderly shoe-- 
naker. " I • •; ■ 

It. was the! second case, in whichp 
rhe SUN-TIMES Secret Witness; 
?lan had led to solution and con- 
action In hitherto unsolved crimes. „ 
A fourth man, also indicted in the , 
ilaying and held as a witness, had 
jleaded innocent. He was- freed *• 
■vhen charges, against him weren’t 
iressed. 


.Missing Onesto slaying suspect 
John Groth surrenders. /He 
shields face as he enters state’s 
attorney’s office. / - ~ 

(SUN-TIMES Photo) 


THREE SENTENCED 
Those sentenced were Vito- Zac- - 
:agniai K 23 j of 517 Millard; John - 
?roth, _ 23. of 3145 lituanica, and. 
IHrSlosello, 18, of 2933 S. Wells. 

Joseph Barbaro, 22. of 2222 IT.- 
Vustin, had been kept nine-, and a . 
lalf months as an expected state's 1 
vitness. j ... 

He testified briefly that’ he had-': 
leen in on the plan to rob- John' 
Inesto. who had a shoe repair shop J 
it 2103 Tiylor, but had not gone 
ilong the day of the crime in-Juneq 1 
948. I 

NO WITNESS TO CRIME 
Asst. State’s Atty. James. Brodm 
old Criminal Court Judge Donald S. . 
■IcKinlay that there had been* no 
vitnesses ik the case. 

‘Tt was i mystery, for more: thanl 
i year until the Secret Witness Plan - 
.f The SUN-TIMES appeared,'*;' he £ 
aid. • \ - • - .- 

The plan, \widely copied through- * 
nit the natien, offers a $5,000 re- 
yard for murder solutions, without' 
evealing informants’ identities; 


Johjt G r otlr» 2 ! , one of fbur 
yoWisJ i«.,linlL'a'for.-the murder 
of-Tora> > Onedto on information 
developed with help oftheSUN- 
TIMS^^crei Witness plan, was 
surrenderee# to . the state 's at- 
torney's* o^ce by his attorney. 

Emmet Byreevy 
_G-r o th denied p.,ny knowledge 
o f - the ckirne.^tbwigir he was 
identifiedin it by-Xrfother of the 
quartet. John. Barbark, Jsrho has- 
confessed his own paryUythe- 


Knows the /others 

I GrotB- admitted he has known- 
B a r b af i'o for seven-years.' He 
also- admitted he has been ac- 
buaint/d-fbr 18 months. with the 
Iwootters. Vito Zaccagnini 
Eli r us Lkwrk.'Vlom he met" 
" h i 1/e all three were students 
)n thi Chicago Barber College. 

Onesto-, 72, choked to death 
June 16-, 1948, on a gag thrust' 
down his throat by bandits who' 
robbed his shoe repair shop, 
ZlOj Taylor St. 

The' murder was solved after- a 
secret witness submitted informa- 
tion in a letter to Postoffice Box 
3444, Chicago 77, 111., which led 
to- arrest of Zaccagnirti and Bar- 
baro. They confessed, naming 
Lissalo and Groth as the actual 
robbers. 

, Barbaro said Zaccagnini asked 
his help to rob the shop. He said 
he refused but referred Groth 



